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INFO OCT-01 EA-07 ISO-OO OC-06 CCO-OO CPR-01 /018W 

140702Z 062574/12 

R 1401 15Z APR 77 
FMUSLO PEKING 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7589 
INFO AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 

CONFIDENTIAL PEKING 0721 

DEPARTMENT FOR EA/PRCM 

BANGKOK FOR BRDCO 

E.O. 11652: GDS-1 

TAGS: OGEN, PDIP, AFSP, CH 

SUBJ: PRC RESTRICTIONS ON DIPLOMATIC POUCHES 

REF: (1) STATE 71748 (NOTAL) 

(2) PEKING 348 

1 . USLO WISHES TO REXPRESS APPRECIATION FOR ANALYSIS OF 
DEPARTMENT S POSITION ON DIPLOMATIC POUCHES. THE GUIDANCE 
IS MOST HELPFUL. 

2. INDICATIONS ARE THAT PRC MAY NOT (REPEAT NOT) BE 
APPLYING ARTICLE VII OF JANUARY 1, 1977 REGULATIONS TO 
USLO POUCHES, I.E., "DIPLOMATIC BAGS ... MAY CONTAIN 
NOTHING EXCEPT DIPLOMATIC PAPERS, REFERENCE MATERIAL AND 
STATIONARY ..." 

3. ON APRIL 5 USLO RECEIVED AN UNCLASSIFIED, UNACCOMPANIE, 

AIR POUCH. THE POUCH WAS IN THE FORM OF A BURLAP COVERED 
BOX, STANDING OVER FOUR FEET HIGH. THE DIPLOMATIC SEAL WAS 
ON THE EXTERIOR. TO PRC CUSTOM OFFICIALS FROM ITS 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 PEKING 00721 140155Z 

APPEARANCE IT WOULD SEEM THAT THE POUCH MIGHT POSSIBLY 
BE IN CONTRAVENTION OF ARTICLE VII. ALTHOUGH UNDECLARED 
TO CUSTOMS, THE ACTUAL CONTENT WAS A SOUNDPROOFING MECH- 
ANISM FOR INSTALLATION ON COMMUNICATION EQUIPMENT. THE 
POUCH WAS IMMEDIATELY RELEASED TO USLO REPRESENTATIVE 
WITHOUT A COMMENT. 
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4. THIS INCIDENT IS CITED BECAUSE IT SEEMS ALMOST 
PARALLEL TO THE FRENCH SITUATION CITED IN PARA 6 REFTEL (2), 

THAT IS, A LARGE, UNACCOMPANIED BOX, WRAPPED AND BEARING A SEAL. 

5. SINCE DATE OF REFTEL (2), USLO HAS NOT LEARNED OF ANY 

NEW DISPUTE OF CUSTOM CLEARANCE BY OTHER MISSIONS, BUT POST 
CONTINUES TO MONITOR THE QUESTION AND WILL KEEP THE DEPARTMENT 
INFORMED. 

GATES 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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